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SOUTH DAKOTA

“Behold” is a word 
we don’t use very 
often. It sounds 
old-fashioned. When 
it is used, it’s a cry 
of exclamation that 
expresses amaze-
ment, or it’s a verb 
meaning “to gaze at, 
look upon.”

In our upcoming district convention, 
April 19-21, in Sioux Falls, “Behold” will 
be front and center — on banners and 
in our Bible study and business. Why is 
this so?

Isaiah 40-55 will be the section of God’s 
Word we will study at the convention, 
in two one-hour segments. One specific 
verse from that section, which is also 
the verse that inspired the convention 
theme, is Is. 40:9:

“Go on up to a high mountain, O 
Zion, herald of good news; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusa-
lem, herald of good news; lift it up, 
fear not; say to the cities of Judah, 
‘Behold your God!’ ” 

One thing we’ll learn in the Bible study 
is that while we don’t use “behold” very 
often, the Lord in Isaiah sure does, both 
to express amazement at what the Lord 
is doing and to urge His people to look 
to the Lord for the help and hope He 
wants to give them, even though they 
had sinned greatly against Him. 

We will learn that God, who is rich in 
mercy, did not stop loving His people. 
Instead, in response to their cry for 
help, He would deliver unexpected and 
undeserved help in the form of a certain 
promise to rescue them from their See MESSAGE, page 2

‘Behold’ your God

South Dakota District Convention
April 19-21 

Sioux Falls Convention Center
Theme: “Behold Your God!”

Babylonian captivity and to grant them 
“double for all their sins” (cf. Is. 40:2) — 
that is, far more grace from Him than 
they could have ever imagined. The 
greatest help He would give them would 
be to redeem them by the Suffering Ser-
vant He would provide (Isaiah 52-53).

What a gracious God they beheld! What 
a gracious God, whose love they, the 
people of Judah, could now share with 
their neighbors, saying, “Behold your 
God!”

We, the people of God of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod who live in 
South Dakota likewise have experienced 
our Lord’s help in countless ways, and 
we have countless opportunities to wit-
ness to those around us: “Behold your 
God! Know that He has an immeasur-
able supply of grace for you in Jesus 
Christ.” 

And so in our district convention we will 
study and celebrate this Good News, 
and we will plan our mission and minis-
try around this Good News for the next 
triennium.

Your congregation or parish will be rep-
resented by your pastor and one layper-
son, but you may attend the convention 
as well, as a visitor or observer. There is 
no fee for such attendance. 

The portions of the convention that 
might be of special interest to you are 
the report by LCMS President Rev. Dr. 
Matthew C. Harrison at 6:45 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 19, and the Bible study 
on Isaiah 40-55 on Friday, April 20, 

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. 
Harrison will give 
a report during 
convention.
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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 
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MESSAGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

with part 1 presented from 9:10 to 10 a.m., and part 
2 presented from 2 to 2:50 p.m. 

The Rev. Dr. R. Reed Lessing is the Bible study 
leader and essayist. You will love the insights and 
passion of this leading Old Testament scholar in 
the LCMS. Lessing is senior pastor of St. Michael 
Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., and previous-
ly served as professor of exegetical theology and 
director of the graduate school at Concordia Sem-
inary, St. Louis. He has also authored numerous 
publications for Concordia Publishing House.

All sessions of the convention, except for the Open-
ing Service, will be in Exhibit Hall #2 at the Sioux 
Falls Convention Center, 1201 N. West Ave., Sioux 
Falls. The Opening Service will be at Our Redeem-
er Lutheran Church, 2200 S. Western Ave., Sioux 
Falls, at 11 a.m., Thursday, April 19. Join us!

Please go to the district’s web site for more infor-
mation about the convention: https://sddlcms.org.

May God fill you with His hope in Christ Jesus. 
And may you boldly and winsomely say to those in 
your congregation and community, “Behold Your 
God!”

New pastor welcomed at dual parish
The Rev. Gregory S. Hinners was 

installed as pastor of St. John, Nor-
ris, and St. Peter, Midland, during 

a service on Sunday, Jan. 28, at St. John.

The Rev. Leif Hasskarl, Immanuel, 
Atkinson, and Immanuel, Butte, Neb., 
was the preacher. The liturgist was the 
Rev. Andrew Utecht and the lector was 
the Rev. Ray Greenseth, circuit visitor. 
The Rev. Scott Sailer, South Dakota 
District president, conducted the Rite of 
Installation.

Hinners had served a dual parish in Ne-
braska — Zion, Crookston, and Grace, 
Merriman — since 2014 before accept-
ing the call to St. John and St. Peter. He 
has three children: Jessica, Elizabeth 
and Michael. Gregory’s wife, Lovita, 
entered the Church Triumphant on Aug. 
13, 2016.

The district joins the St. John–St. Peter 
dual parish in thanking God for provid-
ing a new pastor to work together with 
them in Christ’s Kingdom.

From left, (front row) Revs. Sailer; Hinners; Marcus Ring, St. John, Gregory; Hasskarl; 
(back row) Utecht, missionary to the Rosebud Reservation; David Otten, Emmanuel, 
Gettysburg, and Christ, Lebanon; Greenseth, St. Paul’s, Draper, and Messiah, Murdo; and 
Ben Theiss, Immanuel, Harrold; Trinity, Blunt; and Holy Cross, Onida.

Thursday, April 19
 9 a.m. Registration (until 10:30 a.m.)
 9:30 a.m. Floor Committee Hearings
 11 a.m. Opening Service at Our Redeemer 
  2200 S. Western Ave., Sioux Falls 
 Noon Lunch (on your own)
 1 p.m. Registration (until 2 p.m.) 
 2:15 p.m. Delegate Orientation 
 3:30 p.m. Session I
 5:30 p.m. Delegate Dinner at Convention Center
 6:45 p.m. Session II
  6:45-8:15 Synod President’s Report
 8:30 pm Recess for evening

Friday, April 20
 7 a.m. Breakfast buffet (at Convention Center)
 8 a.m. Session III
 10:30 a.m. Session IV
 Noon Lunch (at Convention Center)
 1:30 p.m. Session V
 3:30 p.m. Session VI
 5:30 p.m. Recess for evening

 Saturday, April 21
 7 a.m. Breakfast Buffet at Convention Center
 8 a.m. Session VII
 10:15 a.m. Adjourn
 10:30 a.m. Closing/Installation Service

Convention Schedule 
(abbreviated)

Rev. Dr. R. Reed Lessing, senior 
pastor of St. Michael, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., will be the con-
vention Bible study leader and 
essayist. The study will focus on 
Isaiah 40-55.
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the June-July issue 
is April 16.

Call Information
ACCEPTED
▶  The Rev. Clint Thorson, Tree of Life, 

Garland, Texas, accepted the call as 
pastor from Our Savior/St. John, 
Madison/Howard, Feb. 11.

▶  The Rev. Tim Schaekel, St. Paul, 
Milaca, Minn., accepted a call as 
associate pastor from Zion, Sioux 
Falls, March 4.

DECLINED
▶  The Rev. Elden Kohn, Zion, Macon, 

Mo., declined a call from Zion, Rapid 
City, Jan. 28.

▶  The Rev. Marcel Kohlmeyer, St. 
Peter/St. Paul, Orchard/Venus, Neb., 
declined a call from Our Savior/St. 
John, Aberdeen/Columbia, Feb. 9.

PENDING
▶  The Rev. Christopher Navurskis, 

Immanuel, Hinckley, Ill., received a 
call of senior pastor from Mount 
Calvary, Huron, Feb. 19.

▶  The Rev. Steven Weispfennig, asso-
ciate pastor, St. John, Yankton, 
received a call as senior pastor from 
St. John, Feb. 18 (the Rev. David 
Gunderson, current senior pastor, is 
retiring later this year).

▶  The Rev. David Knefelkamp, Zion/
First English, White/Aurora, received 
a call to St. James/Ebenezer, Alexan-
dria, Minn., Feb. 11; and a call to 
Zion/Zion, Browns Valley, Minn./
Claire City, S.D., Feb. 23.

VACANCIES
▶  Aberdeen/Columbia, Our Savior/ 

St. John
▶  Alcester, Peace

▶  Huron, Mount Calvary (associate pastor)

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Milbank, Emanuel
▶  Pierre, Faith, associate pastor
▶  Plankinton/White Lake, St. Paul/

Trinity
▶  Presho/Reliance, /Zion/Trinity
▶  Rapid Zion (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate pastor)
▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (assistant pastor)

Sign up! thelc.ms/txvolunteer

Whether you have 
a day, a week or 
longer, a variety 
of volunteer 
opportunities 
are available 
for groups and 
individuals.                                   

#HurricaneHarvey

YOU CAN HELP
 RESTORE • RECOVER • reBUILD 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
Disaster Response

Registration is now open to youth and 
adults for more than 40 Servant 
Events in the categories of con-

struction, human care, environmental, 
outreach, multicultural and crisis. 

Most of the opportunities to serve others 
— from a few days to several weeks — 
are available in May, June, July and 
August, and include activities such as:
▶  taking part in urban ministry in Mas-

sachusetts or Missouri.
▶  helping lead a multicultural vacation 

Bible school in Colorado or New York.
▶   working on light construction projects 

for elderly, low-income and disabled 
people in Idaho, Indiana, Minnesota, 
New Mexico or Virginia.

▶  working with underprivileged chil-
dren in California, Michigan or North 
Dakota.

Although most of the Servant Events are 
designed for high-school-age teens, three 
are available to middle-school students.

Jim Lohman, director of Servant Events 
for LCMS Youth Ministry, notes that 
in the 30-plus years the program has 
been offered, participants have made 

an “amazing” impact on people’s lives 
through their service.

“There’s been a little phrase that’s been 
a part of Servant Events for many years, 
and it’s ‘Leaving your fingerprints of 
faith,’ ” Lohman says. “So, as young 
people serve in their settings, that’s what 
they’re doing — they’re sharing the joy, 

their love for Christ and their ‘finger-
prints of faith’ ” with others.

Registration costs vary, depending on 
the event, and typically include housing, 
meals, local transportation, materials 
and a T-shirt. To find out more about 
this year’s Servant Events, visit lcms.org/
servantevents.

Youth ministry offers summer Servant Events
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Make plans to attend convention!
With love from Lisa

When our son, 
Adam, was in 
first grade, he 
tied the handle of 
our kitchen-sink 
sprayer down so 
when I turned 
the water on … 
surprise! “April 
Fools!” He had 
so much fun 
planning and 
executing that.

It’s fun to play April fools’ jokes on 
people. When I heard that Easter falls 
on April 1 this year, the first thing I 
said was “and that’s no joke?” Then I 
heard that some say Easter is a day God 
makes a fool out of Satan. God loves a 
good laugh. He tells us in Prov. 17:22:

“A joyful heart is good medicine.” 

Laughter is something that my family 
is not short of, so when we get together 
you will hear a lot of laughter through-
out all the generations.

Our 60th LWML South Dakota District 
Convention will be held June 1-2 at 
the Sioux Falls Convention Center. We 
will focus on the theme “Sharing God’s 
Love from Generation to Generation.” 
It’s time now to make your plans by 
registering and making your housing 
reservations. The deadline to register 
for meals and housing is April 30.

Call to Convention can be found at  
sdlwml.org and will be sent through 
email to all LWML society presidents 
and congregation pastors.

Here are a few things you should know 
about convention:
▶  Sessions will begin at 10 a.m. on 

Friday, June 1.
▶  Bible studies will encourage us to 

share God’s love with all generations.
▶  There will be Mites in Action speak-

ers and servant events.
▶  Mite Bites will be available for you to 

satisfy your sweet tooth. 

▶  Walking for Mites will take place 
prior to the convention.

Also:
▶  Please send LWML pictures through-

out the years to Jeanette Smith at 
jeanette@creeksidefarms.biz to be in-
cluded in a PowerPoint presentation.

▶  Zone banners should be 3’ x 5’. It 
should depict the theme without 
using the actual logo. If you choose 
to make it into a baby quilt, you are 
welcome to donate it to the Alpha 
Center or another charity after the 
convention.

▶  Societies are encouraged to send 
Young Woman Representatives and 
Heart to Heart Sisters.

April Fools’ Day will be long gone when 
our convention is here, but be prepared 
to join in laughter with your LWML 
sisters and brothers at convention 
as we are “Sharing God’s Love from 
Generation to Generation!” To God be 
the glory!

God has 
abundantly 
blessed the 

LWML South 
Dakota District 
2016-18 mission 
grant recipients as all 
have been funded. Now we 
look ahead to the 2018-20 biennium’s 
new mission opportunities. 

Keep these 14 mission grant proposals 
in your daily prayers as we prepare for 
the delegate vote at our district conven-
tion June 1-2 in Sioux Falls.

 1.  Children’s Bible Stories for India 
and Sri Lanka Families (LHF) – 
$5,000

 2.  Life: A Better Choice (Lutherans 
For Life of South Dakota) – $5,000

 3.  Black Hills Lutheran School, Rapid 
City, Curriculum Enhancements – 
$5,000

 4.  Sioux Falls Lutheran School: 
Health Wellness/Learn, Move, 
Grow – $4,900

 5.  In Their Own Language: Distribut-
ing the Jesus Film to New Amer-
icans in South Dakota (POBLO 
International) – $4,000

 6.  Sharing the Love of Christ in Lima, 
Peru (Nichelle Dykema, LCMS 
missionary) – $5,000

 7.  Divine Shepherd, Black Hawk, Ear-
ly Childhood Center – $5,000

 8.  Mount Calvary Preschool and 
Pre-Kindergarten, Huron, Karen 
Hispanic Interpreters – $5,000

 9.  Humanitarian Aid to Peru (Orphan 
Grain Train, Milbank) – $5,000

 10.  Harvest Winds Sewing Factory, 
Parmelee – $5,000

 11.  Lutheran High School, Sioux Falls, 
Technology – $5,000

 12.  Concordia Seminary Food and 
Clothing Co-op, Fort Wayne, Ind. – 
$5,000

 13.  Lutheran’s For Life Word of Hope 
Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline Ex-
pansion (LCMS) – $3,000

 14.  Operation Barnabas for Comfort 
Dog Congregations (LCMS) – 
$2,500

God has a plan for them all!

Ann Cruse
Vice President of Gospel Outreach

Here’s our  
MISSION GRANT PROPOSALS

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

According to the Museum of Hoaxes website  
(hoaxes.org), the No. 1 April Fools’ Day prank of all 
time was done on April 1, 1957 by the BBC TV show 
“Panorama.” The show ran a segment about that 
year’s bumper Swiss spaghetti harvest. Many a Brit 
were fooled into believing the show’s report.

Some other great April Fools’ jokes include when 
Cottonelle, in 2015, tweeted that it was introducing 
left-handed toilet paper, which was “hands down 
the best thing to happen to lefties since left-handed 
scissors.” Or there was the time in 1962 when the 
Swedish national network told the public that they 
could turn their black-and-white televisions into 
color televisions simply by watching the broadcast 
through nylon stockings. 

Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor

Resurrection— not a hoax!Young Woman Representatives (YWR) and 
Heart to Heart Sisters … pack your bags and get 
ready to join us at the district convention! 

If you are a young woman (up to age 35) or a 
woman who is interested in being part of the 
Heart to Heart sisterhood, talk to your society 
members about representing them at the con-
vention. We have some special activities planned 
for you, including a mission project in which we 
will tie blankets for Orphan Grain Train, and 
young children are welcome to join. 

We will also have a special guest, Leslie Jaseph, 
facilitate a break-out session just for you. A social 
hour will be held Friday night. We are excited to 
have you join us at the convention, and to share 
God’s love and works with others.

Carissa Naasz
Vice President of Servant Resources

Introducing 
your candidates

Then, there was this one from 
1994, when PC Computing mag-
azine ran a story that Congress 
passed a bill prohibiting internet 
usage while intoxicated.

This year, Easter Sunday falls on 
April 1 — April Fools’ Day. Many 
pastors may likely declare that 
Jesus pulled off the greatest April 
Fools’ joke of all time with His 
resurrection from the dead! 

Just imagine a grieving group of 
women approaching the tomb on 
that first Easter morning and the 
angel says, “April Fools! He’s not 
here! He is risen!” Or when Jesus 
enters a locked room of fearful 
disciples and says, “April Fools! 
I’m not dead! I’m alive!” Only 
it’s no joke — it’s the real deal! 
Jesus really did die on the cross to 
forgive the sins of the world, and 
Jesus really did rise from the dead 
to defeat death for us!

But many skeptics try to fool the 
world into believing that Jesus, 
His death and His resurrection are 
just a hoax. The Bible speaks of 
such things as foolishness: 

“The fool says in his heart, 
‘There is no God.’ ” — Ps. 14:1

“For the word of the cross is 
folly to those who are perish-

ing.”  — 1 Cor. 1:18a

Paul goes on to tell us, though, that 
our God uses things that are foolish 
to the world in order to accomplish 
His salvation, including the foolish-
ness of the cross: 

“But to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God.”  
— 1 Cor. 1:18b

The world’s foolishness can only be 
overcome by Jesus’ foolishness for 
us on the cross and by way of the 
empty tomb.

So let the women of the LWML 
and Christians around the world 
consecrate their lips to foolishly 
proclaim: “Christ is risen! He is 
risen indeed! Alleluia!”

Wanted:
Young women at convention

The Nominating Committee met at the district 
retreat in Aberdeen last April to discuss possi-
ble nominees for the 2018 convention elections. 
Here is the slate to be presented:
Secretary 
Heather Miller and Susan Kinsley

Financial Secretary 
Donna Harr and Jan Bohling

VP of Communication 
Susan Swanson and Karla Westerfield

VP of Special Focus Ministries 
Nyla Jurrens and Laurel Schamber

Nominating Committee 
Bobbie Bierman, Elaine Hankel, Arlene Naasz, 
Jeanette Smith and Nancy Ziegeldorf

Junior Counselor 
The Rev. Daniel Grimmer, Zion, Mitchell, and the 
Rev. Benjamin Theiss, Holy Cross/Immanuel/
Trinity, Onida/Harrold/Blunt

It was privilege to “serve with gladness” on this 
committee.
Sharon Falk
Florence Powers 
Janell McKinstry (Chair)
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60th LWML South Dakota District Convention 
June 1-2, 2018 

Sioux Falls Convention Center 
Registration Form 

Deadline for registration and meals—April 30, 2018 

Name ___________________________________ 
Address _________________________________ 
City ____________________________________ 
State ____ Zip _________ Phone ____________ 
Email ___________________________________ 
Church & City _______________ Zone _______ 
Emergency contact & Phone number 
_________________________________________ 

Registration Status 
(check one) 
____ Voting member of Board of Directors 
____ Delegate 
____ Past LWML District President 
____ Non-voting member of the BOD 
____ LWML Member 
____ Pastor 

Please check all that apply: 
! First time attending a District Convention
! Young Woman Representative
! Heart to Heart Sister

Interest Centers (Number by your preferences) 
    Friday—4:30 p.m.    Saturday—11 a.m. 
___ Linda Reiser ___ Linda Reiser 
___ Leslie Jaseph ___ Pastor Mundahl 
___ Cynthia Kahn ___ Cynthia Kahn 
___ Moses-Comfort dog ___ Moses-Comfort dog 

Housing Information—You are responsible for 
making your own hotel arrangements. 
Ask for LWML rates. Rooms are blocked at: 

Sheraton Hotel: $139 plus taxes 
1201 N. West Ave, Sioux Falls 
1-800-325-3535
Ramada Airport Hotel & Suites: $106 plus taxes 
1301 W. Russell St, Sioux Falls 
605-336-1020

Deadline for room reservations is April 30, 2018

Registration Fee 
Quantity Fee Total 

Registration  _______ $35 $_________ 
Pastor gratis _______ $0 $_________ 
Friday lunch* _______ $15 $_________ 
Meal package _______ $60 $_________ 

I need my meals Gluten-Free ! 
Convention T-shirt 
   ___S ___M ___L___XL $13 $_________ 
   ___XXL $15 ___XXXL $16 $_________ 
Convention Polo 
   ___S ___M ___L___XL $16 $_________ 
   ___XXL $18   ___XXXL $19 $_________ 

Total Enclosed $_________ 

Meal Package: 
*Friday Lunch is optional.
The meal package includes Friday supper and
Saturday breakfast and lunch.
Deadline for the meal package is April 30, 2018.

Make check payable to: LWML SD District Convention 
Mail check and registration to: 

Heather Miller 
1803 W 10th St. 

Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
millerhe18@hotmail.com 605-359-7825 
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Prayer 
requests

APRIL
April 1: Pray for chastity in thought, word and deed; that peo-
ple in every stage of life be delivered from temptation.

April 8: Pray for mothers and fathers; that they bring children 
up in the fear and instruction of the Lord.

April 15: Pray for children; that they receive the Lord’s teaching 
with glad hearts.

April 22: Pray for single parent homes; that they not be ostra-
cized in the Lord’s house but be received with joy.

April 29: Pray for those who suffer from divorce; that the Lord’s 
mercy work healing where there is brokenness and pain.

Lutherans For Life 
of South Dakota, 
Inc. is encouraging 
everyone to join 
us in prayer with 
a specific topic 
each week. Each 
month we will list a 
suggested subject 
of prayer.

See LFL, page 8

By Rev. Caleb Schewe 

Pastor, Trinity, Corona, and Our Savior’s, 
Wilmot; and pastoral advisor, Lutherans For 
Life of South Dakota

There’s no promise that the Christian 
life is a happy life. Take up your cross. 
Deny yourself. Blessed are you who 
mourn now. If you lose your life, you 
will save it. Those are not a false teach-
er’s words (or lies) of happiness. Those 
are words of Jesus, saying the Christian 
life is a life lived under the cross.
If the Christian life involves cross and 
trial, it’s more so for the life of the 
prophet. Jeremiah is forever known as 
the weeping prophet. He did not choose 
to be a prophet. Like many prophets 
and apostles, Jeremiah would have 
happily given up the mantle and gone 
back to the plow. Yet God did not give 
him a choice. God said:

“Before I formed you in the womb 
I knew you, and before you were 
born I consecrated you; I appoint-
ed you a prophet to the nations.” 
— Jer. 1:5

Those words should be familiar for any 
Christian, and for anyone in the fight to 
end abortion and prevent physician-as-
sisted suicide, and those should be in 

the same group. The Christian life is a 
life for life, womb to the tomb, just as 
our Lord became man from womb to 
the tomb.

The Lord asked Jeremiah, “What do 

you see?” And Jeremiah said, “I see a 
boiling pot, facing away from the north” 
(1:13). Harsh judgment. 

The Lord said, “Out of the north 
disaster shall be let loose upon all the 
inhabitants of the land” (1:14). The 
prophet, the preacher, the Christian 
does not always have good news to give. 
The Lord is a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
to the third and fourth generation of 
those who hate Him. 

What shall God’s judgment be on a 
nation that has allowed more than 60 
million to be murdered in the womb 
in the last 45 years of abortion on 
demand? What shall God’s judgment 
be on a nation that allows physician-as-
sisted suicide, or rather, suicide on 
demand? It’s as though we’ve taken the 
boiling pot and intentionally dumped 
it on ourselves, for the wages of sin is 
death. We are, without exaggeration, a 
culture of death.

Jeremiah preached God’s Word to a 
people who didn’t want it. His warning 
of impending judgment fell on deaf 
ears. Jeremiah was ridiculed. He was 
beaten, imprisoned, cast into a muddy 
well — a lamb in the midst of wolves. 

A word of life
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Like many in the pro-life movement, he 
wondered if it was worth it. He said:

“Cursed be the day on which I was born! 
The day when my mother bore me, let it 
not be blessed! Cursed be the man who 
brought the news to my father, ‘A son is 
born to you,’ making him very glad. Let 
that man be like the cities that the Lord 
overthrew without pity; let him hear 
a cry in the morning and an alarm at 
noon, because he did not kill me in the 
womb; so my mother would have been 
my grave, and her womb forever great.”  
— Jer. 20:14-17

Jeremiah’s lament is the Christian lament. 
The fight against sin, death and the devil is 
exhausting. The battle to end abortion seems 
futile. In this Christian life, the big victories 
never seem to come. The crushing defeats 
seem legion. We work hard and work harder, 
and yet many Christians, those who should 
be in the fight for life, don’t care.

And yet, despite the despair, there is in our 
bellies a holy heartburn, a fiery Word of God 
that cannot be contained. In its judgment it 
is bitter; in its Gospel it is sweet. 

Even though a voice is heard in Ramah, even 
though Rachel is weeping for her children, 
even though countless mothers want their 
children back, the Lord says:

“Keep your voice from weeping, and 
your eyes from tears, for there is a 
reward for your work … and they shall 
come back from the land of the enemy. 
There is a hope for your future, declares 
the Lord, and your children shall come 
back to their own country.” — Jer. 31:16

There is hope for you, O Jeremiah. Your 
work is not in vain. Your weeping will end. 
Every tear shall be wiped from your eye. For 
the Lord has raised up for you a Righteous 
Branch. A child conceived in the womb, 
as you were. A child born of a virgin, born 
under the Law for you. A child who went to 
the land of your enemy, stripped your enemy 
of his armor, plundered you out of the 
enemy’s kingdom, and who returned alive 
on the third day, for you. Your labor, like 
Jeremiah’s, is not in vain. The life of Christ 
is your reward and the land of the living is 
your future.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

LFL  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7)

Today in our rural churches, 
we hear more people talking 
about partnerships. The 

motivation that often drives that 
discussion is numbers: smaller 
church attendance, fewer finan-
cial resources to pay a pastor or 
church worker and fewer pastors 
and church workers to call. These 
are all valid reasons to talk about 
partnership ministries, but the 
conversation has to be centered on 
the partnership of the Gospel. The 
partnership of the Gospel needs to 
be the center that connects minis-
tries to work together. It needs to 
be about strengthening the body 
of believers and being Christ’s salt 
and light to the disconnected and 
unchurched.

Partnership means:
▶  Relationship between two or 

more people or organizations that 
are involved in the same activity.

▶  Cooperation between people or 
groups working together.

▶  A group of people working to-
gether for some purpose.

▶  A company owned by partners 
where people put money into the 
partnership and share financial 
risk and profits.

▶  Partners are people who make up 
a partnership collectively.

In the past, dual and multi parish-
es were usually arranged to share 
a pastor, and there was very little 

partnering together to do minis-
try and mission. The definition 
of partnership gives us five words 
to think about when we develop 
working partnerships. They are 
relationships, cooperation, purpose, 
share and collective group. Part-
nerships only work when they are 
held together by strong, personal 
relationships.

Ministries that are looking at work-
ing partnerships need to develop 
relationships before they decide to 
be partners. Some examples could 
be joint worship services, joint VBS 
— perhaps hosting it in a neighbor-
ing community where there is not 
an LCMS church — a joint mission 
trip or a joint youth group. The sky 
is the limit for different activities 
that can be done to build relation-
ships with each other.

We are reminded in Eccl. 4:9–12 
that “Two are better than one, 
because they have a good reward 
for their toil. For if they fall, one 
will lift up his fellow. But woe to 
him who is alone when he falls and 
has not another to lift him up! … 
And though a man might prevail 
against one who is alone, two will 
withstand him—a threefold cord is 
not quickly broken.”

Contributed by the Rev. Richard 
Boring, assistant to the president in 
Outreach and New Ministries, Nebras-
ka District

WORKING PARTNERSHIPS: 

Dual/Multi Parishes


